
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 No. 3              Date:  7th March 2024 

DIARY DATES 

2024 

 March 
8 PUPIL FREE DAY 

9/10 Exeat Weekend 

11 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

13-22 NAPLAN 

15 Canberra Quiz 

Night 

18 SAPSASA 

Swimming 

Carnival 

18-22 R-6 Swimming 

lessons 

 Civil Construction 

21 LN Interschool 

Athletics @ 

Kapunda 

25 Governing 

Council Meeting 

@ 6pm 

25-27 Outdoor Ed 

Camp 

29 GOOD FRIDAY 

 

APRIL 
1 EASTER MONDAY 

2 Choir Rehearsal @ 

Jamestown 

2-3 Parent / Teacher 

interviews 

  

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL     
  
To end Week 4, we had the pleasure of presenting our 2024 student leadership groups. 
Including House Captains, SRC and Prefects, our school has not only a number of 
important forums for student voice but opportunities for further development of their 
leadership skills. For those who were unable to attend the Leadership Assembly, in my 
speech I referred to leadership not as being about a title and indeed nothing to do with 
the badge that is worn, but about the student themselves and the qualities they display 
through authentic action. After all, actions speak louder than words!  
 

Then, last week, I was able to meet with the Primary Prefects and discuss the year ahead. 
Initially, they were most excited about what they got to do as a leader; the ‘privileges’ 
they felt came with the role. But, as we unpacked their responsibilities a little more, they 
started to orientate their thinking more strongly to viewing themselves as role models, 
and therefore seeing opportunities to positively influence and lead others, and make 
change. Impressively, they were then also brave enough to be open and honest about 
some of the personal challenges they might face in upholding their role with the respect, 
responsibility and honesty our school values require of them. But this courage to be 
vulnerable and become aware of areas of growth is what will ultimately make these 
students wonderful leaders! And I’m excited about how our student leaders, by showing 
this vulnerability, can encourage others to do the same; to reflect on their actions, their 
interactions with others and how they go about school life in ways they can be truly 
proud of. We can all talk the talk, but walking the walk often takes courage.   
 

Which got me thinking about the power of home, school and the home-school 
partnership in supporting our students to hold true to talking the talk and actually walk 
the walk! 

 

All students are capable leaders. And whether at school, at home or in the community, 
children use our behaviour as templates for how they should act. In our daily lives, 
simple acts of kindness, responsibility, and respect set a powerful example for our 
children to follow. Whether it's showing empathy towards others, practicing patience, 
or making environmentally conscious choices, we powerfully model responsible 
behaviour and what it means to do as we say. Supporting our children in this way enables 
them to walk the walk and truly realise the leader they can be. 
 

How do you support your child/ren at home to walk the walk? 
 

At the end of this newsletter, I have included an article from Michael Grose, an 
Australian parent educator, entitled, “Developing leadership skills in your child.” The 
home is the most powerful place to support your child to develop these skills which we 
can then build on at school.  I hope you find it a helpful read. 
 

Enjoy the long weekend when you get to it, 
 
Briony (Bri)  

BURRA COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

Principal:  Bri Ackland 

7 Bridge Terrace, BURRA 5417      
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There is always something happening in 

the Burra School Community Library. In 

February we celebrated Library Lovers’ 

Week and our school and its 

community wrote in love hearts to tell 

us what they love about our library. 

You’ll find some of the responses on this 

page.  
 

Carlene and I are working together to 

offer lunchtime sessions on a Thursday. 

These sessions include activities such as 

craft, boardgames, bingo and much 

more. Our very popular Swiftie 

Bracelets attracted over 75 

participants on Thursday at lunch time!  
 

Lego Club continues to meet on a 

Friday at lunchtime and all school 

students are welcome to attend. This 

week’s challenge was to build a piece 

of furniture. Together we made a very 

cool room.  
 

Library lessons continue for our four 

primary classes and it’s great to see 

secondary classes attending the library 

on a regular basis. During library lessons, 

students hear stories and are 

introduced to new books. Junior 

Primary classes often engage in a 

book-based craft activity. The 

Receptions recently enjoyed making 

Gruffalo masks.  
 

The library is open to students at lunch 

and recess times. Students enjoying the 

quiet, cool space. Some read whilst 

others play with the blocks. Some 

students engage in games such as 

chess or uno. Drawing is also a popular 

activity as is playing with our much-

loved doll house.  
 

Our community engagement has 

kicked off for 2024 with a popular 

mosaic workshop. Plant swap, basketry 

and craft sessions continue to be 

popular amongst our community 

members. If you want to learn more 

about trending books or engaging 

reads, come along to our Book 

Discussion Group. Students would 

thoroughly enjoy the boardgame 

sessions once a month in the library 

and I encourage families to attend. 

Story Time continues to attract new 

and familiar faces. This is a wonderful 

start to early literacy for the little 

people in our community. Story Time 

sessions are fortnightly during term 

times. For more information on any of 

our sessions, check out the Burra 

Community Library’s Facebook page 

or come in and see us. 

"I love coming and doing crafts. It is 
one of my favourite things." Lily 
Schmiechen, Year 4 
 
"I love the library because it has SO MANY 
BOOKS!" Rory, Reception 
 
"I love books on natural disasters." 
Camden Hutchings, Reception 
 
"I love doing fun things like looking 
for the elf." Sienna Thamm, Year 5 
 

"I love the Lego Club and playing with 
the blocks." Rory, Year 5 
 
"I love the library because of Book Week." 
Elsie, Year 4 
 
"I love the library because it's a nice 
quiet place that is well looked after." 
Mia Thompson, Year 6 
 
"I love the library because I love reading." 
Cooper Mildwaters, Year 5 

 

Library News              Mrs Jessica Tiver and Mrs Lisa O’Connor 
  



 

Each year our students participate in 

the Burra Art Gallery exhibitions.  This 

year the theme for the portrait 

competition was “Home Turf”.  Home is 

where you feel safe, it’s where you 

want to be. It could be your home or 

outside, even a familiar object gives a 

feeling of home even if you’re far 

away. 

 

Our budding student artists showcased 

their talents with a few lucky recipients 

earning a prize for their efforts. 

 

Yr 2 – 3:   Chloe Smith (runner up) 

Yr 7 – 9:   Emma Sommerville (winner) 

     Annabelle Harvey (runner up) 

Yr 10-12: Jasmin Thomas (winner) 

 

Commendation Certificates: 

Amelia Jones, Hardy Opperman, 

Eavan Baxter, Sam Riggs, Thomas 

Cunningham, Emmylou Cooper, 

Chelsea Noble, Amberlee Thomas. 

 

Congratulations to you all for the effort 

you have put into this exhibition. 

 

A huge thank you to the Burra Regional 

Art Gallery (BRAG) and Burra 

Community School teachers in their 

continuing support for the 

development of artistic and creative 

talent of the arts.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Art Gallery “On Home Turf”                Mrs Jessica Tiver and Mrs Lisa O’Connor 
  

Amelia Jones, Hardy Opperman, Eavan Baxter and 
Sam Riggs with their commendation certificates  

Sam 
Riggs 

Hardy 
Opperman 

Amelia 
Jones 

Thomas 
Cunningham 

with Rosie Catt 



 

Breakfast Club has started again for the 

year.  Mrs Ackland and Miss Pontt have 

been feeding the masses with an easy 

breakfast of toast, cereal and milo to 

ensure our students start on a full 

stomach ready for the day. 

Everyone is welcome on a Tuesday and 

Thursday morning to come, sit down and 

enjoy some conversation and grab 

something to eat. 

 

 

Students were welcomed back to a 

crime scene where six characters 

escaped from their books in the holidays 

with one of these characters committing 

an unthinkable crime……Eating in the 

Library !!! 

Students were given clues to solve the 

mystery.  Little Red Riding Hood was 

indeed the culprit.  Thank you to all who 

participated. 

Talia Hooper was the winner of our 

competition winning a new game of UNO 

flip. 

 

 

       Breakfast Club        Crime Time 

  



 

After such a successful swimming 

carnival our legion of talented swimmers 

have been participating in 2 more 

carnivals, Lower North Carnival at 

Riverton and the SSSSA Carnival in 

Adelaide.  

Riverton hosted a great day on Monday 

19th February. It was the perfect day to 

be in the water and Burra is so lucky to 

have so much parental support for our 

students.  Combining with Eudunda Area 

School the overall results were:  

Girls: 4th place, Boys: 5th Place and Team: 

5th place. Lucas Thamm had a successful 

meet winning the Plains Producer 50m 

handicap, 2nd Most Improved, 2nd Anna 

Hawker shield.   

 

On Friday 1st of March, 8 enthusiastic 
swimmers participated in the South 
Australian Secondary Schools 
Championship swimming carnival at 
Marion Aquatic Centre. 
 
Our students joined with other students 
from Riverton and District High School 
and Eudunda Area School to form the 
Lower North team. Congratulations to 
Sophie Taylor, Abby Sheridan, Emmylou 
Cooper, Anna Schuppan, Annabellle 
Quinn, Lucas Thamm, Nick Jones and 
Cruz Miller on qualifying for this team 
selection.  
 
Our students participated extremely 
well. The team spirit was high and great 
results were achieved. 
 
Our Female team finished a great 3rd out 
of 10 teams, our Male team finished a 
fantastic 2nd out of 10 teams. Our team 
score resulted in the Lower North team 
finishing 2nd overall which was a brilliant 
achievement for the day. 
 
Our students should be very proud of 
their efforts on the day!   
 

 

  

Swimming News             Miss Ashlee Pontt & Mrs Jayde Thamm 

  



 

Last week in Writing, the Year 1 /2 
class wrote about The Circus. Together we 
brainstormed everything we knew about 
circus' based on our own experiences. 
Following the brainstorm, each child put pen 
to paper to create a story about the 
conundrums under the big top!  
 
After capturing the essence of the circus 
on paper, the students brought their words 
to life by drawing and painting with 
watercolours. Through this multidisciplinary 
approach, students not only honed in on 
their writing skills but also explored the 
expressive power of visual art. I've included 
just a snippet of their work, however their 
stories and art work will be displayed in the 
1 / 2 classroom if you wish to see more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last week also saw the Year 2’s from the  
1 /2 class participate in their first workshop 
for the "Heart and Soul of the Country" 
project. Ms Piscitelli is the director of this 
project and is an independent consultant 
and researcher in education and the arts. 
She has created various art projects with 
children and her current project aims to 
capture the Goyder children’s ideas of life… 
who they are, where they live, what they do 
and what their future may bring. 
 

The Year 2 students in Ms Brooks and Mrs 
Tiver's class will participate in three 
workshops with Ms Piscitelli and her talented 
team of artists. They will learn the art of 
painting and mixing colours, engage in explicit 
teaching of portrait and landscape genres, 
and ultimately, express themselves through 
visual art.  

 
 

In this edition of the newsletter you will also 

notice the Year 1 / 2’s success in the Burra 

Regional Art Gallery Portrait 

Competition.  The students created a self-

portrait using watercolours. This was part of 

a 'getting to know you' activity in the first 

weeks of school for 2024. When the artwork 

returns from the gallery, you will find the 

self-portraits on display in the  

1 / 2 classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the classroom with Year 1 / 2        Miss Megan Brooks and Mrs Jessica Tiver 
  

Audrey 
Schuppan 

Circus 
writing 

Poppy Eglinton 
 

Circus writing 
 

Mia Quinn 

Annie Hall 
Art work 



 
In the classroom with Year 1 / 2        Miss Megan Brooks and Mrs Jessica Tiver 

  



  

 

 

 

A Little bit More….. 
  



 

  

A Little bit More….. 
  

Proceeds from a hot 
lap will go to our 

Canberra fundraising 
efforts. 

 
A massive heartfelt 

thank you to  
Rally of the Heartland 
for all their support 

and generosity to our 
school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

Mar 

 

04 05 

Yr 7 Immunisation 

Yr 10 immunisation 

SAPSASA tennis 

06 

Clean Up Australia 

07 

BCS 

SPORTS DAY 

08 

PUPIL FREE 

DAY 
 

09/10 

 

Exeat 

Weekend 

7 

11 

 

ADELAIDE CUP DAY 

12 13 14 15 

Canberra 

Fundraiser Quiz 

Night 

16/17 

 

 

8 

18 

R-6 Swimming  

Civil Construction 

SAPSASA 

Swimming 

 

 

 

19 

R-6 Swimming 

Civil Construction 

20 

R-6 Swimming 

Civil Construction 

R-6 Swimming      21 
Civil Construction   

LN Interschool 

Athletics @ Kapunda 

22 

R-6 Swimming 

Civil Construction 

23/24 

 

 

 

9 

 

25 

GC meeting @ 6pm 

Carnival @ Clare  
 

26 27 28 

 

Assembly @ 9am 

 

Kindy PFD 

29 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

30/31 

 

Exeat 

Weekend 

10 

 

Apr 

01 

 

EASTER MONDAY 

02 

 

Parent / teacher 

interviews 

03 

Parent / teacher 

interviews 

04 05 06/07 

11 

08 

 

SAPSASA State 

Swimming Carnival 

@ Adelaide 

09 10 11 12 13/14 

A Little bit More….. 
  

SAPSASA State Softball 

Year 8 Aquatics Camp – Pt Vincent 

NAPLAN 
 

NAPLAN 

OUTDOOR ED CAMP 



  



 


