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DIARY DATES 

September 

29 SAPSASA track & 

 Field 

30 LAST DAY OF  

 TERM 
 2:30pm dismissal  

October 
17 Student FREE Day 

18 Term 4 Starts 

23 Sunday Busy Bee 

@ 9:30am 

24 Primary School 

RAA street smart 

25 Yr 7 transition 

27 PreSchool to 

school transition 

November 
2-4 Yr 8 Port Vincent 

 Camp 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Last week I had the very great pleasure of meeting with this year’s Rural 

Youth Ambassadors at the South Australian Area Schools Leaders 

conference in Adelaide. This group of young people have been working 

this year to collaborate on solutions to common issues found in rural schools. 

Last week they met with Education Minister, Blair Boyer and Education 

Department CE, Martin Westwell to put forward their thoughts. Lauren 

Donhardt has been a part of this group in 2022 and I would like to 

commend her for her mature and thoughtful approach. She has 

represented our students well and it is good to know that our students have 

a voice at the highest levels in our system. 

On Thursday night we will host the school disco in the drama room. The 

Formal this year will be for Year 11 and 12 students and we will host students 

from other schools in the district. We hope that this will make this event more 

special for those involved and will open up social connections beyond our 

school and town. Thank you to the SRC, senior students and Mrs Harkness for 

all their work in organising these two events and to staff for supporting the 

events and providing supervision. We hope that everyone has fun. 

At assembly last week I talked about what we can learn from our AFL teams 

who were about to play in the grand final. What gets a team to the final is 

also what makes our school great. Teams turn up wearing their uniforms. 

They collaborate and cooperate to achieve the best possible outcomes. 

They listen carefully to their coaches/teachers and put instructions into 

action. They support those who make a mistake or are having difficulties, 

building confidence in others, and they celebrate success. I want us to 

translate this AFL spirit into our school and adapt the values and support into 

our own context so that everyone succeeds.  

This week we farewell Anne Dickins who has been working in the Year 4 /5 

class while Annie Drew has been on Long Service Leave and Kira Tuttle who 

has been working in our canteen.  Many thanks to Anne and Kira for all their 

hard work in our school.  We wish them well in their future endeavours and 

look forward to catching up with them again soon. 

Next term looks to be as busy as this one with many camps and excursions 

occurring alongside our end of year activities. Don’t forget that we have a 

pupil free day on the first day back, October 17. I hope that everyone 

enjoys a restful break and returns to school with a positive mindset, ready to 

participate in some excellent learning.   

Happy holidays!             Alicia Hoddle 
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HASS excursion 

From the Deputy Principal Mr Morgan Randall 

No matter how our favourite sporting team plays, whether they win, lose or draw, we still wear 

their team colours with pride. We may not even like the colour combination, or the mascot, but it 

does not matter – true supporters always wear their colours with pride. We may get scorned or 

annoyed when our team loses, but we still wear our team colours at the next game, confident of 

a better result. Why is this? Is it our determination and perseverance to change the result? We 

often find ourselves celebrating and applauding the wins. 

  

A team’s colours are what unites you with them. But it’s also their aptitude and character that 

draws you to them. It might even be that you have inherited a likeness for them from your family 

or friend’s? Regardless of the reason, you are proud to be a supporter of your team.  

  

In the sporting domain, a uniform comes with expectations – the most important - it must be 

clean and presentable when running onto the field. It also comes with expected behaviours, 

that uphold your own self-respect and a feeling of satisfaction over an accomplishment. It can 

also be a feeling you get from being a part of something bigger than yourself. 

  

This really isn't any different to school. Wearing a school uniform associates you with those who 

have gone before, and how they have carried themselves. Former students from our school who 

have set an example in a variety of areas including academics, the arts, sport and other im-

portant endeavours. There is someone who has studied the path before you, representing Burra 

Community School with pride. Each of you have the opportunity to become that mentor, that 

influencer, that can lead the way for those younger than yourself. It starts by wearing our team 

colours - Blue and Gold - each and every school day, with pride.  

 

Have a safe and enjoyable school holiday break, and a special message to our Year 12's - to 

look back and reflect on the year so far, and think of the great things you have already  accom-

plished! Be proud of the success you have experienced! and excited about the possibilities of 

the future, especially your personal academic journey. 

The year 3 / 4 class went on a mini excursion to the Burra Mines on Tuesday 27th September.  

Along with Mrs Jacka, Mrs Thamm and Mr Secomb (driving the bus) the students had fun exploring 

the history of Burra Mines. 

 

Library Crafts Mayhem 

Australian Mathematics Competition 
On the 3rd of August, twenty eight Burra Community School Students from Years 3-9 took part in the 
Australian Mathematics Competition. This was the first time Burra Community School has taken the 
competition online.  

It ran fairly smoothly and I'd like to thank Mr Randall and Miss Fabbro for their assistance on the 
day. A huge congratulations goes to the thirty students who put their hand up to have a go. Next 
year we would like to see even more students participate and experience this opportunity. We are 
fortunate that our school subsidises the cost to hopefully increase participation. 

Congratulations to the following: 

Middle Primary: Years 3 - 4

 

Upper Primary: Years 5-6

 

Junior - Year 7 &8         Intermediate: Years 9 & 10

 

Students will receive their certificates next Term at assembly.  Burra Community School is looking 
forward to facilitating the Australian Mathematics Competition again in 2023. Keep your eyes peeled 
in the 2023 newsletters for more information. 

Participation Proficiency Credit Absent 

Maxwell McBride, Si-
enna Thamm, 
George Tiver, Pippa 
Benson, Mia Thomp-
son, Lakyn Cooper, 
Bill Benson 

William Sommerville, 
Max Edwards, Sophie 
Tiver, Tyler Cooper 
& Kaleb Smith 

  

Cooper Mildwaters Lucy Quinn 

Participation Proficiency Credit Absent 

Charlotte Drennan, 
Tyson Thamm, Cruz 
Miller, Sophie Taylor 

Emma Sommerville, 
Tom Tiver 

Jack Tohl Austin Webster 

Participation Proficiency Participation   

Audrey Wadlow Emmylou Cooper, 
Thomas Cunningham, 
Lucas Thamm, Eliza 
Clarke, Bree Tiver and 

Cash Cooper   

A great turn out to book craft! 23 students and 23 little Grugs! 



 

Whole school Assembly 

Adelaide Choir 

Adelaide SAPSASA Athletics 

On Friday 23rd September, Maddison Harvey, Pippa 
Benson, Gemma Gebhardt, Mia Thompson, Harrison 
Dalla and Cruz Miller all headed down to Adelaide 
and competed against the best of the best at Bridge-
stone Athletic Centre for the SAPSASA Track and 
Field District competition. 

It was great to be in a team with people from other 
schools around the Mid North area. Our team fin-
ished 7th overall.  

It was a great day and we had lots of fun.           By Maddison Harvey & Pippa Benson  

Congratulations to our Primary Award Winners 

On Monday, Chelsea and I went to 

Adelaide for choir.  It was loads of 

fun! The concert started at 7pm and 

finished at 9pm.  There was lots of 

dancers too.  We all sang with heart 

and passion.  It sounded really good.  

We all enjoyed it and I will be going 

again next year! 

Emma Sommerville 

Emma and I went to the Ade-

laide Festival to sing.  There 

was about 200 kids on stage. It 

was so much fun, we even met 

some friends. I felt scared but 

it was over in no time.  I saw 

some really cool dances.  I 

would really like to go next year 

with my friends 

Chelsea Noble 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching & Learning Coordinator Mrs Kerrie Duke 

 

Let me ask you a question.  How many do you see? 

Think about how it is you saw them.  

Did you see them as 4 groups of 3?   

Or 2 groups of 6?  

Is there another way to see them?   

Lets try another. 

How did you see them this time?   

Do you see 4 diagonal groups of 3? 

Do you see 3 horizontal rows of 4?  

Maybe you saw 2 groups of 6.  

Are there any other ways you can see them? 

What you just did is called subitising.  

You recognised a quantity of objects without counting them one by one.   When you practice subitsing, you 

become a flexible thinker, realising that there are many different ways to make a number. You also build a 

strong foundation for number sense as you visualise numbers in different ways. 

Subitising is common in kindergarten and grade 1, but did you know it can be just as beneficial to students in 

older grades?  

Imagine the conversations you might have with older children (perhaps grade 3 or 4) using subitising images 

like this: 

For many years, there has been important research done to support the relationship between subitising and 

strong number sense. Having the proper visuals available can help implement and reinforce this important 

process.  Ten-frames, dominoes & cards can all be great visuals.  

 Questioning Ideas 

Ask student to recognise the number on them.  

Ask questions like what is one more than this? What is one less than this?  

 Games/Activities 

Create your own ten-frame (the frames above are all ten-frames) and use counters, fridge magnets, dried 

beans or even pebbles (whatever you have really!) to represent different numbers.  

Play one more than or one less than snap. Ask them to keep turning the cards over until they have one 

more than 4, for example. For younger students remove all picture cards, it may be good to start with only 

the cards 1 - 5 and build up from there. Play one more than one less than with the ten-frame too! 

Another, more challenging activity, is to have a number in mind, for example, 6 and ask them to turn over a 

card and state how many more or less are needed to make 6. This activity will build on their addition and 

subtraction skills. Again, for younger students keep the numbers small and definitely remove any picture 

cards. 

Hope this helps build on the terms focus on subitising and its importance to build strong number sense.  Enjoy 

the activities and have a great holiday! 



 

Staff Vs Students 

A fantastic Staff vs Students tournament at lunchtime.    Staff were     

victorious with a total score of 12—5. 

Staff are also currently winning our overall Staff vs Students         

Competition for the year 2—0 

Badminton is Today (Thursday 29th)….. Results will be published next newsletter and 

via facebook. 

 

“Finders Keepers” prize winners 

Japanese with Mrs Thamm 

As part of our unit of work on Food, students from Years 3 to 7 participated in a 
Chopstick Challenge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They learned about the rules and etiquette associated with using chopsticks in Japan 
and then had fun trying to use them correctly.  

The students had a variety of challenging items to pick up including some sponge,   
lollies and seaweed crackers. It was a lot of fun! 

 
Prize Winners 

Rec—1 Riley Drennan, Chelsea Taylor, Kalob Moran 

Yr 2—3 Elsie Mirtschin, George Tiver 

Yr 4—6  Matilda Dunstan, Brodie Davy 

Year 7—9  Ashley Edwards, Gracie Schuppan, Jasmine Thomas 

Year 10—12 Rangiataahua Down 

The Burra Regional Art Gal-

lery held their prize presen-

tation on Saturday with the 

following students receiving 

an award for their art work. 

Judged by Sue Langford 


