
 

First 2 weeks of learning at BCS 

A little bit more …. 
Rostrum's Student Development Program for Secondary School 
Students – South Australia 

Rostrum Voice of Youth is a national speaking competition which provides an excellent opportunity for 
secondary school students to gain experience and confidence in expressing their views and communi-
cating a message. 

At every stage of the competition contestants are required to present a; 

Prepared speech -  6 minutes - JUNIORS  (aged 11 years or over as at 1/1/22 and in years 7, 8 or 9) 

                          - 8 minutes - SENIORS (under 18 years of age as at 1/1/22 and in years 10, 11 or 12) 

Short notice speech   -  3 minutes - (Juniors & Seniors, preparation time of 15 minutes) 

JUNIOR TOPICS - HEATS & SEMI-FINALS 

Blue skies 
 
Start a conversation 
 
This time it will be different 
 
Wait and see 
 
Celebration 

SENIOR TOPICS - HEATS & SEMI-FINALS 

Error of judgement 
 
Connection to country 
 
Spoilt for choice 
 
The lesson that I learnt 
 
Changing the narrative 
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DIARY DATES 
 

February 
19/20 Exeat Weekend 

 State Election 

25th Gideon Bible  

 presentation 

March 
7-9 Pt Vincent Aquatics 

 Camp 

12/13 Exeat Weekend 

14 Public Holiday Ade-

laide Cup 

17 School Photo Day 

18 BCS Sports Day 

24 LN Athletics @ BCS 

April 
4/5 Parent Teacher inter-

views 

14 LAST DAY TERM 1 

15 GOOD FRIDAY 

May 
2 START TERM 2 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Welcome to 2022! 

 

It hasn’t been the start to the year we all dreamed about but I 

have been proud of the agility shown by staff, students and fami-

lies. People have adapted to the online forums and have been 

committed to learning in all its guises. I pay special tribute to our 

teachers, who at relatively short notice, had to plan for an array of 

circumstances, and to parents who have supported their children 

at home and at school. It is not an easy task but all have risen to 

the challenge. I think we are all looking forward to returning to 

regular schooling soon. 

I welcome to our school some new staff for 2022. Ashlee Pontt joins 

us as our Wellbeing Coordinator, Janette Jacka takes on the Year 

3/4 class and Amanda Henry is with us in a range of roles one day 

per week. We also welcome Michael King who is filling in for a few 

weeks before the arrival of a new teacher in middle school and 

Callan Govett who has taken over at OSHC and will also work sup-

porting students in our school. 

At the end of last year we unexpectedly farewelled Amanda 

Woolley and Louise Edwards. Both Amanda and Louise remain 

valued members of our school community and we thank them for 

all their work in OSHC and classrooms. We hope that they will con-

tinue to keep in touch. 

At this stage we are planning to hold our Leadership Assembly 

and Governing Council AGM in Week 5 of term. We hope that we 

can proceed with these key events as normal but will adjust our 

approach if required. A date for the Swimming Carnival is yet to 

be determined but we are planning on proceeding with Sports 

Day in Week 7. We will keep you informed as we receive further 

information and direction. We would also welcome new represen-

tation on our Governing Council to support our current team. If 

you are interested, please complete and return the nomination 

form attached to this newsletter. I look forward to welcoming 

back all students next week and wish everyone a positive and 

healthy 2022.              Alicia Hoddle 

Term 1 No.1          Date:  10th February 2022 

Pastoral Care Worker 

Carlene Heinrich our PCW 

is at the school on Mon-

day,  

Tuesday, Thurs-

day and Fridays 

http://www.burracs.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1432_info@schools.sa.edu.au


Welcome back to 2022!  

 

We as a school community have had to adapt to the hybrid nature of face to face and online 

learning. This change has presented opportunities for us to learn and re-think our teaching and 

learning strategies, using a range of new and innovative technologies.  

 

This change has allowed both staff and students to apply knowledge in new and complex con-

texts. The challenge to think in different ways is great preparation for the year ahead. The 2021 

school year was unparalleled in terms of the flexibility and innovativeness, and this experience 

will be in moving forward in 2022.  

 

Take care, and I can’t wait to see everyone return on 14th for classroom learning here at Burra 

Community School  

 

Mr Morgan Randall 

 

 

From the Deputy Principal 

Wellbeing Leader 

Welcome back and well done to everyone with the way they have handled the 

rocky start to 2022! I’m Ashlee Pontt and I have been appointed the Wellbeing Lead-

er and look forward to working with the school community for the next 3 years!  

I am a middle school English and HASS teacher, and look forward to teaching our 

Year 7 class and supporting their transition into High School.  

I have worked as a Wellbeing Leader in Whyalla for the past 3 years and before that I lived and 

worked in the Riverland. I am very excited to be in Burra, and look forward to building connec-

tions with the community.  

I understand that students at all points of their learning may be feeling anxious about being at 

school for a variety of reasons and I am here to help wherever possible! In my role as Wellbeing 

leader my priority is supporting students to attend class and be able to engage with their learning 

to their highest potential.   

As this year progresses and we are faced with the challenges of living with COVID, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out for how we can best support our families.   

 I look forward to working with everyone and meeting all our at-home learners!  

Miss Pontt 
 

Cyber Safety 
 Teach your kids how to be secure online and  

learn how to secure your portable devices 

  

Our children are more connected than ever through the use of portable devices and the power 

of technology. Because of this it’s important to know how to use devices and the internet  

securely. 

 

Kids use the internet for school and playing with friends, but it is essential they know the differ-

ence between cyber friend and foe. 

 

Unfortunately, some internet users go online to steal valuable information, including information 

stored on our portable devices. As technology evolves, it is important parents and caregivers 

talk to their children about how to stay secure when online. 

  

Make it a priority this Safer Internet Day (February 8) to download our Cyber Security Instruction 

Manual: A Kid’s Guide To Using the Internet Securely and speak to your children about safer in-

ternet practices. 

 

Cybercriminals are always coming up with new ways to target people online. Staying up to date 

with the latest cyber security advice and sharing this knowledge with our children can help cre-

ate a more secure environment online. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at the ACSC’s Cyber Security Instruction Manual: A Kid's Guide to Using the Internet Secure-

ly to view these five steps in detail and encourage cyber secure practices for kids. Additionally, 

the ACSC’s Quick Wins for Your Portable Devices provides advice on how you can best secure 

all your portable devices from cybercriminals. 

  

To view these guides, visit cyber.gov.au. 

What can you do? 
 Take these five steps to help stay secure online: 

1. Update your device 

2. Turn on MFA 

3. Back up your device 

4. Use a passphrase 

5. Recognise and report scams 

https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/view-all-content/guidance/kids-guide-using-internet-securely
https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/view-all-content/guidance/kids-guide-using-internet-securely
https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/view-all-content/guidance/kids-guide-using-internet-securely
https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/view-all-content/guidance/kids-guide-using-internet-securely
https://www.cyber.gov.au/secureportabledevices
https://www.cyber.gov.au/

