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YEARS 7 TO 10 CURRICULUM
At Burra Community School, we are passionate about learning and supporting our students to reach their
goals in a safe nurturing environment. This Curriculum Handbook provides students and families with an
overview of the curriculum offered to all students in the Middle Secondary (Years 7 – 9) and Year 10 – the
first year of senior secondary education and the commencement of SACE studies. The Australian Curriculum
is the basis of the curriculum in Years R – 10. The Australian Curriculum focuses on learning area content and
achievement standards that describe what students will learn and teachers will teach.
All subjects across all learning areas address the General Capabilities and Cross Curriculum Priorities in the
Australian Curriculum. The General Capabilities are literacy, numeracy, information and communication
technology, critical and creative thinking, personal and social capability, ethical understanding, and
intercultural understanding. The Cross Curriculum Priorities focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Histories and cultures, Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia, and Sustainability.
Students commence their studies of the Senior School Curriculum - SACE (South Australian Certificate of
Education) in Year 10 when they enrol in the Personal Learning Plan (PLP), and for students at Burra
Community School, Certificate Studies in Agriculture.
Through their SACE studies, students continue to develop capabilities to live, learn, work, and participate
successfully in an ever-changing society. The seven General Capabilities of the AC (outlined above) underpin
the SACE. These seven capabilities will gradually replace the five SACE capabilities of communication,
citizenship, personal development, work, and learning. This means that some SACE subjects are still based
on five capabilities, while others, such as Stage 1 English and Mathematics subjects, the Personal Learning
Plan, Research Practices, Research Project A and Research Project B, are based on the seven general
capabilities. Stage 1 Science and History subjects and Stage 2 English and Mathematics subjects have been
revised to include the seven general capabilities from 2017. Other subjects will be revised progressively.
This Handbook contains Learning Area Overviews, Course Descriptors, Content and Assessment Information
for all subjects being delivered at Burra Community School in 2017 in Years 7 – 10. Students are assessed
against the achievement standards for their individual year level. Assessments can take many forms for
different subjects/learning areas including written tests, practical tasks and assignments.
In many subjects such mathematics, topics are revisited annually; the complexity and learning expectations
increasing as a student moves through school. Some subjects like HASS, have set topics based on the year,
particularly for split level classes e.g. 7/8. They are divided into even years (2018) and odd years (2019).
Topics are covered as a class whereas the achievement standards/expectations for each year level is
different.
Homework may or may not form part of the assessment – this will be indicated under each subject.
Homework demands will vary from subject to subject and from one year level to the next. Homework may
take the form of finishing off class work, revising for a test or completing a project over a given time period.
As a general rule, students in Years 7 – 9 can expect 2 to 3 hours per week, rising to 3 to 5 hours per week at
Year 10.
Deadlines
Appropriate deadlines will be negotiated with the class. We will take into considerations other
commitments/events etc. If a student thinks they may struggle to hand a piece of work up on time and has a
valid reason, they need to discuss this with their teacher well before the due date. However, an extension of
time will not be given automatically.
DEREK FRIEDRICHS,
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 2018

VISION AND VALUES
We are committed to preparing our students for life and beyond school, by providing challenging and
enriching learning opportunities supporting students to achieve their personal best.
Our School Vision is: “At Burra Community School R-12, we work together to empower and challenge
students to stretch their academic potential and become successful and valued members of their community.”
Our School Values are:
Respect: Having regard for yourself and others, and the laws in place within Australian society and accepting
the right of others to hold different or opposing views
In classrooms, evidence of this value includes:
 accepting the right of others to hold different views to your own
 listening to others without interrupting
 obeying school rules
 acknowledging the strengths and abilities of students
 affirming cultural diversity within the school community.
Honesty: Acting with integrity, honesty and trust
In classrooms, evidence of this value includes:
 trusting others to work independently
 doing what you say you will do
 teachers mark students work consistently to agreed standards
 clearly explaining and enforcing rules about plagiarism
Responsibility: Being accountable for your individual and community’s actions towards yourself, others and
the environment
In classrooms, evidence of this value includes:
 self-discipline
 modelling expected behaviours
 involvement in strategies to encourage compliance with school rules

Priorities
We work to:
1.
Ensure a safe and friendly environment
2.
Develop a deep understanding of all students and instil a sense of pride in student achievement and
success.
3.
Develop a challenging and relevant curriculum which meets the needs of all learners via innovative
and flexible teaching and learning programmes.
4.
Enrich and celebrate our community’s international and intercultural understandings and
opportunities.

YEAR 7 – 10 CURRICULUM AT
BURRA COMMUNITY SCHOOL
During Years 7 to 10, students study a range of subjects from seven of the eight Learning Areas:
 English
 Mathematics
 Science
 Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)
 The Arts
 Health and PE (HPE)
 Technologies

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
YEARS 7 – 9

STRUCTURE

SUBJECT
English
Mathematics
HASS
(History/Geography)
Science
Agriculture
HPE
Physical Education
Home Economics
Design and Technology
Art
Pastoral Care
Drama/ICT/Personal
Development

Year 10

STRUCTURE

Lessons
per week
5
5
5

Length

SUBJECT

Full Year
Full Year
Full Year

5
3

Full Year
Semester

5
4
4
4
1
2

Full Year
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
6 weeks
per
semester

English
Mathematics
HASS
(History/Geography)
Science
Agriculture
HPE
Physical Education
Home Economics
Design and Technology
Art
PLP
Pastoral Care

Lessons
per week
5
5
5

Full Year
Full Year
Full Year

4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
1

Full Year
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Full Year

Length

TEACHER LIST
NAME
Brooke Crowell
Kerrie Duke
Mark Inglis
Mark Millward
Matthew Norman
Kim Scott
Matt Stewart
Robyn Thomas
Rachel Kielow
Derek Friedrichs
Kristel Smiley

CURRICULUM AREAS 2019
Agriculture
Mathematics
ICT, Design & Technology, Mathematics, Digital
Art
English, Drama, Tourism
PE, English, HASS
Mathematics
PE, Science, Agriculture
Art, Home Economics
Science, Biology, Chemistry, Agriculture
PE, Food and Hospitality
HASS

EMAIL ADDRESS
brooke.crowell908@schools.sa.edu.au
kerrie.duke536@schools.sa.edu.au
mark.inglis455@schools.sa.edu.au
mark.millward252@schools.sa.edu.au
matt.norman847@schools.sa.edu.au
kim.scott407@schools.sa.edu.au
matt.stewart930@schools.sa.edu.au
robyn.thomas207@schools.sa.edu.au
derek.friedrichs447@schools.sa.edu.au
kristel.smileywaldowski959@schools.sa.edu.au

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
Design and Technology is a learning area in which students use design thinking and technologies to generate
and produce designed solutions for authentic needs and opportunities.
The practical nature of the Technologies learning area engages students in critical and creative thinking,
including understanding interrelationships in systems when solving complex problems. A systematic
approach to experimentation, problem-solving, prototyping and evaluation instils in students the value of
planning and reviewing processes to realise ideas.
Design & Technology is offered as a semester subject for all students from Years 7 to 10, becoming a choice
subject in Years 11 and 12.

The Australian Curriculum
Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that students:






investigate, design, plan, manage, create and evaluate solutions
are creative, innovative and enterprising when using traditional, contemporary and emerging
technologies, and understand how technologies have developed over time
make informed and ethical decisions about the role, impact and use of technologies in the economy,
environment and society for a sustainable future
engage confidently with and responsibly select and manipulate appropriate technologies − materials,
data, systems, components, tools and equipment − when designing and creating solutions
critique, analyse and evaluate problems, needs or opportunities to identify and create solutions.

CONTENT
The units provided as part of the Design & Technology course focus on the following areas:






Safety
Appropriate use of tools and machinery
Material properties and sustainability
The Design Process
The use of digital technologies to enhance the designing process

Years 7 – 9
Middle school students will be completing projects using a range of materials, the primarily being wood,
metal and plastics. Exact content of each semester course will vary based upon determining factors such as
prior learning, intended future learning and year levels being taught.
Activities in these middle school years are focused on practical tasks designed to introduce and develop
proficiencies in a range of skills. Through the planning design and production aspects of these tasks students
are exposed to a range of tools, equipment and production processes. Students are required to devise and
implement problem solving skills throughout planning and production tasks.
Assessment
Assessment will be based upon a combination of practical and theory components. This includes analysis and
investigation, Planning and producing, Project management, Personal evaluation and may include some
homework tasks.

Year 10
As part of preparation for the potential participation in Stage 1 and 2 SACE courses, Year 10 students are
exposed to a more rigorous design and planning processes. This involves proposing solutions to problems,
investigation of existing products and expanding on their ideas. Students will be required to plan, produce
and document their progress with a focus on identifying key issues that arise as they complete their project,
evaluating the development of their product and the construction process.

Assessment
 design brief
 documentation of progress and procedures
 skill development tasks
 finished product (s)

ROTATION SUBJECTS – YEARS 7 – 9
DRAMA / ICT / PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
In 2017 we introduced an alternative to the electives program of past years. Each semester, students will be
involved in three, 6 week blocks of Drama – supporting the Arts Learning Area; ICT – to consolidate and
broaden student skills with common programs from the Microsoft Office Suite and introduce lesser used
software; and Personal Development – an extension of the Pastoral Care program.
These programs will be delivered through two single lessons per week.

ENGLISH
The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of Language, Literature and Literacy.
Teaching and learning programs are designed to balance and integrate all three strands. Together the strands
focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking,
writing and creating. Students are exposed to a range of texts, both shared and independent, including
novels, plays, poetry, short stories and films, as well as extracts and examples from electronic and print
media for both enjoyment and analysis. Students are provided with opportunities to develop their ICT skills
and use various ICT programs.
Students develop their understanding of how texts are influenced by context, purpose and audience.
Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including narratives,
procedures, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses, transformations of texts and reviews.
English aims to build on students’ abilities so they can successfully access all parts of the school curriculum.

Year 7 and 8 Descriptor
In Years 7 and 8, students communicate with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and community members
in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. They experience learning in familiar and
unfamiliar contexts that relate to the school curriculum, local community, regional and global contexts.
Literary texts that support and extend students in Years 7 and 8 as independent readers are drawn from a
range of genres. Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts, for
example narratives, procedures, performances, reports and discussions, and are beginning to create literary
analyses and transformations of texts.
Year 9 and 10 Descriptor
In Years 9 and 10, literary texts explore themes of human experience, cultural significance, interpersonal
relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas within real-world and fictional settings and represent a variety
of perspectives. Informative texts represent a synthesis of technical and abstract information (from
credible/verifiable sources) about a wide range of specialised topics. Text structures are more complex and
language features include successive complex sentences with embedded clauses, a high proportion of
unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and dense information.
Year 7 Achievement Standard
By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and are
dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. Students understand how the selection of a
variety of language features can influence an audience. They understand how to draw on personal
knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge a point of view. They create texts
showing how language features and images from other texts can be combined for effect.
Year 8 Achievement Standard
By the end of Year 8, students understand how the selection of text structures is influenced by the selection
of language mode and how this varies for different purposes and audiences. Students explain how language
features, images and vocabulary are used to represent different ideas and issues in texts. Students
understand how the selection of language features can be used for particular purposes and effects. They
explain the effectiveness of language choices they use to influence the audience. Through combining ideas,
images and language features from other texts, students show how ideas can be expressed in new ways.
Year 9 Achievement Standard
By the end of Year 9, students analyse the ways that text structures can be manipulated for effect. They
analyse and explain how images, vocabulary choices and language features distinguish the work of individual
authors. Students understand how to use a variety of language features to create different levels of meaning.
They understand how interpretations can vary by comparing their responses to texts to the responses of
others. In creating texts, students demonstrate how manipulating language features and images can create
innovative texts.

Year 10 Achievement Standard
By the end of Year 10, students evaluate how text structures can be used in innovative ways by different
authors. They explain how the choice of language features, images and vocabulary contributes to the
development of individual style. Students show how the selection of language features can achieve precision
and stylistic effect. They explain different viewpoints, attitudes and perspectives through the development
of cohesive and logical arguments. They develop their own style by experimenting with language features,
stylistic devices, text structures and images, showing an understanding of how to justify opinions and expand
arguments, demonstrate sound use of grammar, punctuation and spelling conventions, solve literary
problems and contribute confidently in class discussions.

CONTENT
YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Responding to literature.

Novel Studies.

Comprehending texts.

Integrated Spelling,
Grammar and
Punctuation
improvement
program.

Creating texts.
Performances may
include:
oral presentations,
debating, dramatic
performances and poetry
recitals.
Spelling, grammar and
punctuation
improvement program.
Developing ICT skills for
English.

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

Responses to a range
of literature.

Students create a
wide range of texts
to articulate complex
ideas.

Integrated Spelling,
Grammar and
Punctuation
improvement
program.

Debating.
Performance – Play.

Text production in a
range of genres.

Comprehension
exercises.

Exploration of text
types.

Creative writing.

Harvard and Footnote
referencing.

Reading.
Investigate visual and
multimodal texts.

Film viewing, analysis,
discussion and
written activities.

Undertake
investigations and
analysis of different
literary structures
used for emotive
effects.
Research how
images, vocabulary
choices and language
features distinguish
the work of
individual
authors/directors.

Assessment: could include the following, but not limited to:








Comprehension activities
Report writing
Gaming activities
Film reviews
Referencing activities
Poster constructions
Issue analysis projects









PowerPoint presentations
Persuasive activities
Language studies
Novel reviews
Creative essays
Testing of basic skills
Group activities

HASS – GEOGRAPHY
The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural,
environmental, economic and political contexts. The Humanities and Social Sciences have a historical and
contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider challenges for the future.
In the Australian Curriculum, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area includes a study of history,
geography, civics and citizenship and economics and business.
Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability to question, think
critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about and
responding to issues requires an understanding of the key historical, geographical, political, economic and
societal factors involved, and how these different factors interrelate.
Students will work on tasks that develop their practical geographical skills such as mapping, geology and
geomorphology, demographic and environmental investigations which focus on developing their research
and investigative skills. Students will also explore environmental science connections and applied field
skills in geography such as compass and GPS navigation, radio communications and field craft. Students
will develop their ability to analyse data to support their outcomes.
The content of the geography curriculum is organised into two strands: geographical knowledge and
understanding, and geographical inquiry and skills. These strands are interrelated and have been developed
to be taught in an integrated manner, and in ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts. The order
and detail in which they are taught are programming decisions.
Year 7
The units of study at this level include ‘Water in the World’ and ‘Place and Liveability’.
‘Water in the World’ focuses on this renewable environmental resource. This unit examines the many uses
of water, the ways it is perceived and valued, its different forms as a resource, the ways it connects places as
it moves through the environment, its varying availability in time and across space, and its scarcity.
‘Place and Liveability’ focuses on the concept of place through an investigation of liveability. It develops
students’ ability to evaluate the liveability of their own place and to investigate whether it can be improved
through planning.
Year 8
The units of study at this level include ‘Landforms and Landscapes’ and ‘Changing Nations’.
‘Landforms and landscapes’ focuses on investigating geomorphology, examining the processes that shape
individual landforms, hazards associated with landscapes, management and navigation of the natural
environment, including cultural connection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
‘Changing nations’ investigates the changing human geography of countries, the spatial distribution of
population as a sensitive indicator and the significant environmental, economic and social effects on
communities, both negative and positive. The unit explores the process of urbanisation and particularly looks
at the redistribution of population through case studies of Australia and China.
Year 9
The units of study at this level include ‘Biomes and food security’ and ‘Geographies of Interconnections’.
‘Biomes and food security’ focus on investigating the role of the biotic environment and its role in food and
fibre production. This unit examines the biomes of the world, their alteration and significance as a source of
food and fibre, and associated environmental challenges of and constraints.
‘Geographies of interconnections’ focuses on investigating how people, through their choices and actions,
are connected to places throughout the world in a wide variety of ways, and how these connections help to
make and change places and their environments. Information and communication technologies are a key
aspect of this unit.

Assessment Years 7 - 9


Topical Investigations



Mapping and Navigation Exercises



Multimodal Presentation

Year 10
There are two units of study in the Year 10 curriculum for Geography: ‘Environmental change and
management’ and ‘Geographies of human wellbeing’.
‘Environmental change and management’ focuses on investigating environmental geography through an indepth study of a specific environment. Students investigate a specific type of environment and environmental
change in Australia and one other country.
‘Geographies of human wellbeing’ focuses on investigating global, national and local differences in human
wellbeing between places. This unit examines the different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, and
the causes of global differences in these measures between countries. Students explore spatial differences
in wellbeing within and between countries and investigate possibilities for reducing inequities between
groups.
Within each unit of work students will explore a range of literacy skills including research investigations,
practical activities, speaking, listening and presenting.
Assessment Year 10
 Investigations
 Practical activities
 Oral presentations

HASS – HISTORY
The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural,
environmental, economic and political contexts. The humanities and social sciences have a historical and
contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider challenges for the future.
In the Australian Curriculum, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area includes a study of history,
geography, civics and citizenship and economics and business.
Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability to question, think
critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about
and responding to issues requires an understanding of the key historical, geographical, political, economic
and societal factors involved, and how these different factors interrelate.
The History curriculum content, in particular, provides opportunities to develop historical understanding
through key concepts, including evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy,
significance and contestability. These concepts may be investigated within particular historical contexts to
facilitate an understanding of the past and to provide a focus for historical inquiries.
Year 7 Level Descriptor
The Ancient World
The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of history from the time of the earliest human communities to the
end of the ancient period, approximately 60 000 BC (BCE) – c.650 AD (CE). It was a period defined by the
development of cultural practices and organised societies. The study of the ancient world includes the
discoveries and the mysteries about this period of history, in a range of societies in places including, but not
limited to, Australia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, India and China.
Year 8 Level Descriptor
The Ancient to the Modern World
The Year 8 curriculum provides a study of history from the end of the ancient period to the beginning of the
modern period, c.650– 1750 AD (CE). This was when major civilisations around the world came into contact
with each other. Social, economic, religious and political beliefs were often challenged and significantly
changed. It was the period when the modern world began to take shape.
Year 9 Level Descriptor
The Making of the Modern World
The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the history of the making of the modern world from 1750 to
1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It
was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of
European power. The period culminated in World War I, 1914–1918, the ‘war to end all wars’.
Year 10 Level Descriptor
The Modern World and Australia
The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the
present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century became a critical period
in Australia’s social, cultural, economic and political development. The transformation of the modern world
during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation provides a necessary context
for understanding Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region and its global standing.

CONTENT
Students may study a variety of tasks and themes from the following areas but not necessarily limited to
these options.
YEAR 7/8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

Students will cover units on a
range of civilisations from the
ancient to the modern world,
investigating
evidence
to
research historical development
of cultures, discoveries, actions
and perspectives of societies.

The course focuses on the great
changes to Western economies
from the 1780’s through to
1918, challenging technological
thinking, demand for raw
materials and colonisation. It
encompasses imperialism and
concludes with World War 1 and
its ramifications.

An overview of the modern
world from 1918 to the present
are the cornerstones of the Year
10 curriculum.

In particular, studies will focus
on ancient Australia, Europe or
Asia and students could explore
the social, economic, religious
or political beliefs of civilisations
such as the Ottoman or Khmer
Empires, life in Europe at the
time of the Crusades, Viking
culture,
the
Mongol
or
Polynesian Expansion, among
other options.

Students will be expected to
complete a number of Depth
Studies to finesse their literary
research and investigative skills
The topics are as follows:

Topics for investigation include:
Movement of peoples from
1750- 1918
The Industrial Revolution
Making a nation
World War 1

World War II
Rights & Freedoms
Popular culture

Assessment
Students will explore their literacy skills in researching, analysing and documenting opposing views on the
various topics, they will engage in group assignments, practical activities, speaking, listening and
presenting.
Assessment tasks could include:
 Multi modal presentations
 Research activities related to assigned issues
 Tests
 Role play
 Scenarios
 Extended responses

HOME ECONOMICS
Home Economics supports students to develop the capacity to make decisions, solve problems and response
critically and creatively to practical concerns of individuals, families and communities in local and global
context. Elements of learning in home economics will draw from content in both Health and Physical
education and technologies in the Australian curriculum.
Home economics encourages personal independence and effective living within wider society, and promotes
preferred futures for self and others. Home Economics is an interdisciplinary study drawing on the fields of food,
health, nutrition and textiles.

CONTENT
Year 7/8
Home Economics introduces students through 3 areas of investigation; Food Technology, Fabrics and
Textiles, and Healthy Lifestyles.
 Food Technology focuses on Work Health and Safety, as well as an introduction to food and nutrition
for healthy lifestyles. The practical sessions in Food Technology involve individual work as well as
collaborative group work.
 Fabrics and Textiles is an introduction into the sewing component of the course. Students learn how
to master the use of the sewing machine by designing and constructing an article.
 Healthy Lifestyles is a course that looks at health and wellbeing.
Assessment
 Work Health and Safety investigation
 Nutrition analysis
 Textiles
 Practical
Year 9
Food Technology
Students will have the opportunity to investigate a wide range of issues related to the topics below.
Investigation of Dietary Guidelines and their relation to healthy eating, Analysis of food labelling, additives
and packaging requirements, Recycling and the environment and Examination of how food is a feature of
social occasions
Textiles and Fabrics
Practical work is a strong feature of this course and students will have the opportunity to make an item
appropriate to their skill level. Students may need to supply their own fabric and pattern where directed.
Basic construction techniques will be explored and applied to the articles researched and designed by
students. Topics studied include Safety and equipment, Skills and techniques, Working with commercial
patterns and Natural and synthetic fibres.
Assessment
 Dietary Guidelines Investigation
 Analysis of food labelling homework task
 Food examination
 Textiles
 Practical

Year 10
Food Technology
This course includes the following topics:
- Food equity related to global and local issues.
- Influences on Australian cuisine with a focus on cultural influences over time.
- Create a small business prototype from food production.
- Independent living budgeting
Students will have the opportunity to investigate a wide range of issues related to the above topics. They will
design and create a variety of products followed with critical evaluation and recommendations for the future.
Assessment
 Food equity investigation
 Australian cuisine research task
 Small business portfolio
 Independent living
 Practical

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Health and Physical Education teaches students how to enhance their own and others’ health, safety,
wellbeing and physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts. The Health and Physical
Education learning area has strong foundations in scientific fields such as physiology, nutrition, biomechanics
and psychology which inform what we understand about healthy, safe and active choices. Health and Physical
Education is informed by these sciences and offers students an experiential curriculum that is contemporary,
relevant, challenging, enjoyable and physically active.
In Health and Physical Education, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to strengthen
their sense of self, and build and manage satisfying relationships. The curriculum helps them to be resilient,
and to make decisions and take actions to promote their health, safety and physical activity participation. As
students mature, they develop and use critical inquiry skills to research and analyse the knowledge of the
field and to understand the influences on their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. They also learn
to use resources for the benefit of themselves and for the communities with which they identify and to which
they belong.
The focus in Health and Physical Education at Burra Community School is drifting away from tradition Physical
Education with structured drills, toward a games based approach to sports, along with a strong focus on
encouraging movement both through sport, and as a leisure time activity. The weights and movement gym
has a large role to play in this as well as an enjoyment of the outside environment surrounding the school.

CONTENT
The Health and Physical Education curriculum in Year 7 to Year 10 focuses on the broader role students play
in contributing to the health, safety and wellbeing of their wider community. The curriculum provides scope
for students to examine and address health areas relevant to them and their families and community, as well
as developing health literacy skills. The curriculum supports students to investigate techniques to assess the
quality of movement performances using a range of tools to appraise, analyse and enhance performances.
In addition, students develop the skills and confidence to be creative in how they adapt and improvise their
movements to respond to different movement situations, stimuli, environments and challenges.
This will include analysing current and topical issues surrounding sports and movement in general. The SHINE
program covers students mental, general, and sexual health. Nutrition, biomechanics and physiology all
feature within the curriculum to both educate the students to their current level as well as prepare them for
HPE at a SACE level.

Practical Topics
Practical Topics are listed as below. This program is fluid and subject to change depending on the abilities
and interests of the respective cohort.
YEAR 7/8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10 (SEM 2 ONLY)

Athletics

Athletics

Badminton

Ultimate Frisbee

Gaelic

Flag Football

Gaelic

Tag Rugby

Golf

Table Tennis

Basketball

Coaching

Gym

Gym

Fitness

Tag rugby

Badminton

Netball

European Handball

European Handball

Table Tennis

Sofcrosse

Flag Football

Small Sided Games

Ultimate Frisbee

Tennis

Tennis

Assessment
Assessment will be through a range of modes including practical assessment of skill and development.
Student’s attitude to improving themselves and others through support and leadership is important, as is a
focus on improving specific and general movement skills.
Theoretical topics will be assessed through oral presentations as well as assignments.

MATHEMATICS
In Mathematics, teachers aim to deliver a flexible course that caters for a wide range of abilities, building
onto the mathematical experiences of the student. Students are encouraged to develop an appreciation for
the application of mathematics in their lives. Various forms of electronic technology including computer
software programs will be introduced and student proficiencies in using various programs developed.
The Mathematics Curriculum from R – 10 is organised into three content strands: Number and Algebra,
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The proficiencies Understanding, Fluency,
Problem Solving and Reasoning describe how the content is explored or developed and reinforce the
significance of working mathematically within the content and describe how the content is explored or
developed. They provide the language to build in the developmental aspects of the learning of mathematics.
CONTENT
Topics from the Australian Curriculum, version 7.5 will be covered.
YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Topics to be covered include: Topics to be covered include:

YEAR 9
Topics to be covered include:

 Number and Algebra
 Number and Algebra
 Number and Algebra
including: Number and
including: Number and Place
including: Real Numbers :
Place Value: indices, prime
Value: index laws, integers;
index laws including scientific
and composite, factors,
Real Numbers: Decimals,
notation, graphs and
square and square roots,
Irrational numbers,
equations, direct and inverse
integers;
Percentages and Rates &
proportion;
Real Numbers: Fractions,
Ratios; Profit & Loss,
Simple Interest; Patterns and
Decimals, Percentages and
expressing discounts;
Algebra: apply index laws to
connections between these
Patterns and Algebra:
variables, factorising,
and Ratios; Financial Maths;
factorising & expanding
expanding & simplifying
Patterns and Algebra:
expressions;
expressions;
Variables, term/ expressions
Linear and non-linear
Linear and non-linear
and substitution;
relationships: Plot linear
relationships: distance
Linear and non-linear
relationships, solving
between 2 points, midpoint
relationships: plot coequations & substitution.
and gradient, sketch linear
ordinate points, solving
graphs and simple non-linear
 Measurement and
equations, graphing.
relations.
Geometry: Extending the
 Measurement and
application of Perimeter,
 Measurement and
Geometry: Application of
Area and Volume, Converting
Geometry: Area, Surface
Area and Volume, Views of
units, congruence of shapes
Area and Volume, Similarity
prisms and solids,
& defining properties of
& congruence of shapes,
Transformations,
quadrilaterals
Ratio & Scale factors,
symmetries and Geometric  Statistics and Probability:
Pythagoras Theorem &
Qualities of angles, lines,
Trigonometry ratios.
Complementary events, and
Triangles and Quadrilaterals.
interpret and display data.
 Statistics and Probability:
 Statistics and Probability:
Probability
outcomes
&
terminology and
frequencies, Plot data and
calculations of events,
compare data displays.
Displaying & interpreting
data.

Year 10:
In Year 10 there is a greater emphasis on applying knowledge and skills to solve problems with the use of
technology where possible. In the second semester, some students will be encouraged to tackle some tasks
from the 10A Curriculum, an expansion of the Year 10 curriculum, which extends students who are
considering studying Mathematical Studies in Year 11 (Stage 1).
The Year 10 Mathematics course is an extension of all topics from year 7 to year 9 and is designed to prepare
students for the study of mathematics at Senior Level. Topics Include: Algebra, Indices, Surds, Graphing,
Deductive Geometric Reasoning, Trigonometry, Pythagoras, Chance, Statistics, Finance (Money) and
Measurement. The use of Graphics Calculators is incorporated.

Assessment
Tests: Will be completed under teacher supervision. Students may or may not be permitted to use a
calculator. Students will be given the opportunity to use help notes as per the teacher’s discretion.
Investigations: Students will be required to complete at least two investigations for the year. A proportion
of these investigations will not be done under direct teacher supervision and it is important to remember
that any work submitted for assessment must be that of the student. While it is acceptable to discuss
problems with other students, it is not acceptable to lend or copy solutions. Investigations provide students
with the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the mathematics involved, to demonstrate what
they know and what they can do.
Examination: Students will be required to complete at least one examination per year (semester or year).

PASTORAL CARE
The Pastoral Care Program at Burra Community School recognizes the important role that schools play in the
physical, social and emotional wellbeing of students. As such, the course incorporates the Child Protection
Curriculum which is divided into four categories: The Right to be Safe; Relationships; Recognising and
Reporting Abuse; and Protective Strategies. It also includes components from highly regarded programs like
Mind Matters; Beyond Blue; and ReachOut.
Topics covered at Years 7 and 8 include:






Self- concept, self-esteem and resilience
Stereotypes and identity
Emotions/feelings
Dealing with stress
Problem-solving and conflict resolution

Topics covered in Year 9 include:








Relationships – getting on with others
Friendship groups
Effective communication skills
Emotions – perspective taking
Positive approach to problem solving
Collaborative decision-making and negotiation
Seeking help from others

Topics covered in Year 10 include:




The six senses (Sense of Self-worth, Sense of Control, Sense of Belonging, Sense of Meaning, Sense
of Purpose/Future and Sense of Humour)
Skills (Resilience, Problem-solving, Planning, Goal-setting, Time Management, Assertion, Empathy
and Stress Management)
Study skills

At Year 10 time is provided in the Pastoral Care program to support students to complete their PLP.
Pastoral Care aims to assist students to develop skills which contribute to their resiliency, enabling them to
‘bounce back’ when the going gets tough, and to improve students’ overall health and wellbeing.
As part of our extended Pastoral Care program this year, all Year 10 students will have an additional single
lesson per week which will focus on their physical well-being. Lesson content will include physical activity,
nutrition and aspects of the SHINE curriculum.

PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN
The PLP is a compulsory 10-credit subject at Stage 1 undertaken in Year 10. Students must achieve a ‘C’ grade
or better to complete the subject successfully and gain their SACE.
WHAT’S THE PLAN?
The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) helps students to:
 Plan their personal and learning goals for the future
 Make informed decisions about their personal development, education and training
 Engage students in selecting subjects, courses and other learning relevant to pathways through and
beyond school
 Investigate possible career choices, and explore personal and learning goals
THE CAPABILITIES
The PLP introduces students to the seven capabilities that underpin the principles of the SACE:
 Literacy
 Numeracy
 Information and Communication Technology
 Critical and Creative Thinking
 Personal and Social Capability
 Ethical Understanding
 Intercultural Understanding
Students will learn what capabilities they need for the future as well as how to develop and improve them.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in the Stage 1 Personal
Learning Plan:
 Assessment Type 1: Folio
 Assessment Type 2: Review
Students provide four or five pieces of evidence of their learning for assessment. Each assessment type will
have a weighting of at least 20%.
For this subject, the assessment design criteria are:
 Understanding the capabilities
 Developing personal and learning goals
 Reviewing the learning

WORK EXPERIENCE
The PLP includes one week of Work Experience which will occur in Term 2. Students are responsible for
organising their own Work Experience in workplaces they believe may be helpful in setting up future
pathways to their preferred career.

SCIENCE
The science inquiry skills and science as a human endeavour strands are described across a two-year band.
In their planning, schools and teachers refer to the expectations outlined in the achievement standard and
also to the content of the science understanding strand for the relevant year level to ensure that these two
strands are addressed over the two-year period. The three strands of the curriculum are interrelated and
their content is taught in an integrated way, within a learning program decided by the teacher.
Over Years 7 to 10, students develop their understanding of microscopic and atomic structures; how systems
at a range of scales are shaped by flows of energy and matter and interactions due to forces, and develop
the ability to quantify changes and relative amounts. They investigate various problems using a STEM
approach, which encompasses aspects of Science, Technologies, Engineering and Mathematics.

Year 7 Level Description
In Year 7, students explore the diversity of life on Earth and continue to develop their understanding of the
role of classification in ordering and organising information. They use and develop models such as food
chains, food webs and the water cycle to represent and analyse the flow of energy and matter through
ecosystems and explore the impact of changing components within these systems. They consider the
interaction between multiple forces when explaining changes in an object’s motion. They explore the notion
of renewable and non-renewable resources and consider how this classification depends on the timescale
considered. They investigate relationships in the Earth-Sun-Moon system and use models to predict and
explain events. Students make accurate measurements and control variables to analyse relationships
between system components. They explore and explain these relationships through appropriate
representations and consider the role of science in decision making processes.

Year 8 Level Description
In Year 8, students are introduced to cells as microscopic structures that explain macroscopic properties of
living systems. They link form and function at a cellular level and explore the organisation of body systems
in terms of flows of matter between interdependent organs. Similarly, they explore changes in matter at a
particle level, and distinguish between chemical and physical change. They begin to classify different forms
of energy, and describe the role of energy in causing change in systems, including the role of heat and kinetic
energy in the rock cycle. Students use experimentation to isolate relationships between components in
systems and explain these relationships through increasingly complex representations. They make
predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views while considering other
points of view.

Year 9 Level Description
In Year 9, students consider the operation of systems at a range of scales. They explore ways in which the
human body as a system responds to its external environment and the interdependencies between biotic
and abiotic components of ecosystems. They are introduced to the notion of the atom as a system of protons,
electrons and neutrons, and how this system can change through nuclear decay. They learn that matter can
be rearranged through chemical change and that these changes play an important role in many systems.
They are introduced to the concept of the conservation of matter and begin to develop a more sophisticated
view of energy transfer. They begin to apply their understanding of energy and forces to global systems such
as continental movement.

Year 10 Level Description
In the Year 10 curriculum students explore systems at different scales and connect microscopic and
macroscopic properties to explain phenomena. Students explore the biological, chemical, geological and
physical evidence for different theories, such as the theories of natural selection and the Big Bang.
Students develop their understanding of atomic theory to understand relationships within the periodic table.
They understand that motion and forces are related by applying physical laws. They learn about the
relationships between aspects of the living, physical and chemical world that are applied to systems on a
local and global scale and this enables them to predict how changes will affect equilibrium within these
systems.

CONTENT
Students may study a variety of tasks and themes from the following areas but not necessarily limited to
these options.
YEAR 7/8
Topics to be covered include:










Cells and cell structure
and function
Water cycle &
renewable resources:
the importance of and
factors influencing
Elements, Compound
and Mixtures:
differences between
and mixing and
separating of
Earth’s gravity – effects
of
Energy – kinetic, heat
& potential
Forces – applying and
investigating effects of
Sedimentary, igneous
and metamorphic
rocks

YEAR 9
Topics to be covered include:











Multi-cellular organisms
Comparing reproductive
systems
Coordinated function of
body systems - respiratory,
circulatory, digestive,
nervous, endocrine and
excretory systems
Exposure to
electromagnetic radiation –
xrays, microwaves.
Introductory Chemistry
Chemical reactions
Exploring energy and
situations where energy is
transferred as waves
Ecosystems and
environment
Geology

Assessment
 Research Assignments
 Question and Answer Investigations
 Essays
 Tests
 Practicals (experiments)
 STEM Investigations

YEAR 10
Students will undertake a
range of studies that enhance
the strands of Science Inquiry
Skills, Science as a Human
Endeavour and Science
Understanding.
Topics to be covered include:
 DNA and Genetics
 Geological Time
 Natural Selection and
Evolution
 The Periodic Table
 Chemical Reactions
 Global Systems
 The Universe
 Motion and Energy
 Structures
If time permits a small topic on
Forensic Science will be
explored.

VISUAL ARTS
The Visual Arts program is embedded in the Australian Curriculum, and follows the seven areas of
developmental process. These include exploration of ideas and ways to represent them, manipulating and
applying elements with intent, developing and refining skills and techniques, structuring and organising ideas
to form, sharing artworks through presentation, analysing and reflecting upon intentions, and responding to
and interpreting works.
Subject Descriptor
Through Visual Arts, students make and respond using visual arts knowledge, understanding and skills to
represent meaning associated with personal and global views. Visual Arts engages students in a journey of
discovery, experimentation and problem solving relevant to the visual perception and visual language.
Students respond creatively by utilising visual techniques, technologies, practices and processes. Through
learning in Visual Arts, students become increasingly confident and proficient in developing their personal
art style and appreciate the value and intention of other practitioners.
Visual Arts is intended to provide a pathway to SACE studies in senior secondary. Art and Design are student
choice subjects at Stage 1 and 2. Visual Arts programs are embedded into the Australian curriculum rationale
and aims.

Years 7 and 8 Achievement Standard
By the end of Year 8, students identify and analyse how other artists use visual conventions and viewpoints
to communicate ideas and apply this knowledge in their art-making. They explain how an artwork is displayed
to enhance its meaning. They evaluate how they and others are influenced by artworks from different
cultures, times and places.
Students plan their art-making in response to exploration of techniques and processes used in their own and
others’ artworks. They demonstrate use of visual conventions, techniques and processes to communicate
meaning in their artworks.

Years 9 and 10 Achievement Standard
By the end of Year 10, students evaluate how representations communicate artistic intentions in artworks
they make and view. They evaluate artworks and displays from different cultures, times and places. They
analyse connections between visual conventions, practices and viewpoints that represent their own and
others’ ideas. They identify influences of other artists’ on their own artworks.
Students manipulate materials, techniques and processes to develop and refine techniques and processes to
represent ideas and subject matter in their artworks.
Teaching strategies
Various teaching methods are practised including teacher demonstrations, class discussion, learning
collaboratively, community participation and mentoring, with accommodation to the learning needs in
each class. With each theme, a wide range of techniques and practices will be explored.

Proposed themes to be developed in 2019
YEAR 7/8
Anthropo People
Construction - textiles and
natural dyes
Inspired Art- famous artists

YEAR 9
Sustainable tourism
Sculpture in different mediums

Spring Gardens Expo

Australian adventurers

Aboriginal Art

Local project design

Art of the Flower

YEAR 10
Pen art
Batik cultural practices using
dyes
Art of the Flower in different
settings
The power of persuasionpropaganda art forms
Sculpture and form in the
3-dimension

With each theme to be developed, students will be planning intentions by working through the design
process, so that they develop and refine planning skills, and can structure ideas into a form using an array
of materials suitable to the set task. Reflection and analysis of theirs and others’ work is fundamental to
the design process. Students may also have the opportunity to use digital technologies to aid in the
development or as creative tools within these themes.
Assessment:
 Practical application using the design process
 Folio of preparatory work and research tasks including artistic influences related to practical work
analysis and response tasks including evaluation and reflection of own artistic works
 Oral presentations
 Homework

YEAR 10
Year 10 marks the beginning of senior secondary school. Students study seven subjects per semester plus
two lessons of Pastoral Care per week. The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) will commence in term 1 and run for
a semester. The PLP is a compulsory SACE subject worth 10 credits and must be completed successfully (C or
better) for a student to achieve their SACE.
In Year 10, students are also resulted for any VET competencies they may have achieved through
competencies gained in Agriculture (Certificate 2 in Agriculture). VET studies also attract SACE credits
dependent on nominal hours (35 nominal hours = SACE 5 credits).

SACE
SACE stands for South Australian Certificate of Education. It is:
•
•
•

A qualification for entry into universities and further training
Recognised nationally and internationally
To be eligible for entry into any of the three universities in South Australia or Charles Darwin
University in the Northern Territory, you must qualify for either the SACE or the NTCET. SACE/NTCET
completion is also required for entry into many courses offered by TAFE SA.

The SACE assists students to:
•
•
•

develop capabilities needed for life and work in the twenty-first century
gain high level VET qualifications for workforce
gain entry into state, national and international universities

By completing the SACE, students prepare for further learning, work, and life by:
•
•
•

Building essential skills and knowledge
Making informed choices about future study and work, based on their strengths and interests
Gain a certificate that gives them a head-start on their pathway beyond school

There are two ‘stages’ of the SACE:
•
•

Stage 1 is generally completed in Year 11
Stage 2 is generally completed in Year 12

SACE requirements
•
•
•

Students need 200 credits to achieve the SACE
Most 10-credit subjects are studied over one semester and most 20-credit subjects are studied over
two semesters
For compulsory subjects students need to achieve a C grade or higher for Stage 1 and a C- grade or
higher for Stage 2 subjects to achieve their SACE

Compulsory Requirements
Stage 1
• PLP (10 credits)
• Literacy – from a range of English subjects or courses (20 credits)
• Numeracy – from a range of mathematics subjects or courses (10 credits)
Stage 2, students need to successfully complete 70 credits at Stage 2 level:
• Stage 2 subjects and/or VET (60 credits)
• Research Project (10 credits)

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)
VET is education and training that gives students skills for work. VET operates through a national training
system and is delivered, assessed and certified by Registered Training Organisations. Successful completion
of units can be counted towards their SACE. Occasionally, students complete only some of the competencies
within a certificate (but not the full qualification); these are grouped together and can also be counted
towards their SACE - an example of this is embedded VET (Agriculture).

For more information about curriculum content
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/ (version 7.5)

and

achievement

standards

visit

Information about the SACE (South Australian Certificate of Education) can be found at www.sace.sa.edu.au
An electronic version of this booklet can be found on the schools website; visit www.burracs.sa.edu.au

